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A man of so many passions

martial artist, a
musician and a scientist.
It might sound like the

sel up for a joke about three
people walking into a bar, but
Cowely’s Dr Jon Xue Zhang is
serious about his seemingly
unrelated passions.

“I've been training in martial
arts since | was five years old and
teaching for more than a decade
but 1 also love music,” he says,

“1 can play the violin and piano
and am working on my own piano
album . | love creating music and

composing.

“I don't see it as one or the other,
and as for science, I've always been
{ascinated by the mind so studied

do things in the evening as well,”

e explains, This drive s’mnua;;be

inherited from parents !
who emigrated
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y computer business when
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look for love in front of millions of
viewers.

However, despite impressing the
ladies with his nunchuck skills,
and going on a date with fashion
shop owner Trudy Nelson, the
pair decided they would be better
as friends.Right now he says he
is more focused on puuuhthk
interest in stunl acting as it lets
him get as close as possible to
his childhood dream of being a

superhero.,

And recently he has used as
the model and inspiration for the
main character in War Dogs, a

hic novel by US writer and

lustrator Pete Herandez 11 - an
experience that Dr Zhang describes
as humbling and “a dream come
true”,

While he has pursued music
and martial arts his entire life, his
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academic interest in science came
later, with Dr Zhang attending
Oxford Brookes University to study
a business and information systems
degree, followed by a masters in
marketing. After this, he studied for
a doctorate in metaphysics at the
university and developed a love of
cognitive science.

He says: “l had an interest and
so | decided to pursue it, it was as
simple as that really. When | was
younger | didn't make the best use
of my time, especially academically,
and so now if there is something
I'm iinterested in I just go for it.”

This passion of the science of the
mind combined with his love of

- martial arts earlier this year when

he was part of a virtual reality
workshop at the SAE Institute that
explored whether it was possible
for someone to learn to fight
through a virtual headset. He is
!’mpins to continue to see how his
El:mmsts miﬁl?;i in the future but
it commi to ﬂ'.lnw'hg a

set plan, saying: “Where | was a
year ago, and where | thought |
would be, are completely different
to where | am now and that’s okay
" Foltoing the
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me I!ar:u l:;lﬁto u::imrglly oy
0 I
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But for all his hectic pursu
Dr Zhang said the one th h:’e
would not be able to live out is
mediation, saying: “When you are
most busy and feel like you have
the least time, that is when




